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A shadowy international group
claiming links with'. dissidents- in .
Saudi Arabia is stepping up a propa-
ganda campaign- among the 13,000
Saudi students in the United States. .

The CIA is concerned about the new

- group, and has noildied the FBI of its -

"interest, |

T sources say. The group -
is a novel element in U.S. official fore-

" Saudi .regime, and it has already_ Ied -~

v

to pessimistic guesses that the mon-.
‘archy may collapse thhm two to five
years. # oy e

When Iraman studen’w started to‘

. campaign:-against:-the: now—deposed T

“ shah of. Iran,:their-activities. were:
-ignored: for- a long time. But the Saudi-
pamphleteers already find themselves »
in an anxious limelight. .7+ 2 %7000
Calling ‘themselves Sout al-Tahah
—the. group’

| “Voice -of..the. -Vanguard"”

"was -founded :in~ 1973, its supporters
say, but:has beend dormant for years..
Now, from bases in San Francisco and|
Denver, it is - distributing : literature.
" across -the ‘United States,"In “Arabic
‘in.‘glossy ‘English-lang

" One-of Sout-al-Taliah’s- spokesmen,
who would 1dent1fy, himself only . as
"“Tariq;?: said "in.- ‘a- telephone ‘inter-
view from- Denver - last. week,: “Both

. the CIA and the FBI should not be
. concerned with.our activities.' - :

i'the.shal

; "abroad-:and :financial  support’from:

" ‘backers,; although members deny’ any-

_Libyans or the Iranians. ;7%

-“We.feel some pressure.. We thmk
xt should -stop.If not, the< American-
estabhshment.;mll beocome* involved:
“‘with; the~Saudi intelligence: as’ they
'did with: Savak: [the secretxpohce] of

’,!“.'.‘:z‘ IS D R NG oo

Sout-al-Taliah claims to' be part ‘of,

._network of. left-wmg ‘nationalists
thh, aAcOUectwe ~leadershipiibaseds

it SO .‘n

Saudi ‘students: in,the United-States.s
- The Saudi students are:*“all getting-
about $1,000 a month and can afford |
to»su port us,”; according .to! Tariq, -
* the only member of the Denver group, B
he says,.who can speak English. . 4
The group- ‘deflects questions about'
. its. precise -strength, . identity -~ and

‘relationship with the Palestlnians, the
»4-%"«7- M

They use the.language .of’ naﬂon-?_
alism and human rights rather than-
. that of, Islamic; tundamentahsm _at-x
tac)dng compulsory mosque- attend-;..
.ance and -calling for.a . democratic:
presndentlal system - ‘to replace .. the

R S O D o

ruhng royal family. °

-In their Envhsnlanguade booklet
“Pillars of the Saudi Regime” pub-
lished this month without any identi-
fication other than a-.San Francisco
Post Office box number, the group
attacks the Saudi prohibitions on
dress and conduct. Restrictions have
been tightened since last November’s
uprising at the Grand Mosque in Mec-
ca by. traditionalist dissidents. -

-~ "Practically everything is- hibited —
bodings - about .the stability- of -the .~ j y everything is prohibited. -

in- Saudi "Arabia,” group-says, citing
“bans on. bicycles,,trousers,"radios and
moustaches: “If you shave your beard .

-..;and grow your moustache, you mcur

“the-wrath of the regime.”-~
The— reaJme s rehgxous orgamzatmn
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A clmed comment on the group. 3

R@yal F amzi} ngei éf Leftist Drive

imposes on-the-spot fines for such con-i
duct, Sout al-Taliah says, and is more;
buckward‘ than 14th century Europe.

While members of the Saudi ruling
family have complained bitterly about
U.S. press coverage in recent months,
this newly active, although nervously
anonymous group, says the. npposite.
Sout al-Taliah claims the U.S. govern-
ment is so concerned about Saudi sen-
mtlvxty that~ it trxes. to huah up the
facts. T L

The group mamtams that the Saudl
royal famlly, under 67-year-old ‘King
Khalid, is autocrat'c, bac\waxd and

wallowmv in corruption.” :
Saudi spokesmen in Washmdton de—
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